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T he 2009 TBA Annual Convention will
be held June 18-20 at the Peabody
Hotel in Memphis. Memphis is known

for great music, so it’s no surprise that this
year’s convention will feature great musical
entertainment. One highlight will be Thurs-
day night’s Memphis Music Extravaganza,
where the talented and big-haired Bouffants
will share the stage with the big sound of the
Jimmy Church Review, one of the mid-
south’s leading dance and show groups. The
two bands will alternate performances on
one stage to provide a full night of big fun.
On Friday night, the Dempseys will bring
their brand of high-octane rockabilly music
to an event at Graceland’s Car Museum.
Finally, on Saturday night the TBA Leader-
ship Law class and the YLD will co-host a
party at Auto Zone Park with music from the
Memphis-based cover band Infinity. 

CLE
For those in need of CLE, the convention
offers 10 hours of programming – all of which
is included in the registration price. CLE
offerings include: 

• Anatomy of a Hoax with the ethics
prosecutors from the Duke University
Lacrosse case

• The Future of America with former
Sen. Howard Baker and former Rep.
Harold Ford Jr. 

• Tennessee Supreme Court with five
former justices discussing their time
on the court

• Diversity in Our Profession with
Cesar L. Alvarez, CEO of Greenberg
Traurig in Miami

• Before Atticus Said Yes with legal
aid and access to justice speakers

• Jury Selection with judges Jon P.
McCalla, Samuel H. “Hardy” Mays
and J. Daniel Breen

• Discovery of Electronically Stored
Information with magistrate and trial
court judges

• Appellate Practice with Tennessee
judges and attorneys 

Lunch and Learn
Two additional events will provide opportuni-
ties to gather with colleagues and hear from
inspiring speakers. At the Bench/Bar lunch on
Thursday, former University of Tennessee
football coach Phil Fulmer will speak on the
topic of Leaving a Proud and Enduring Legacy.
On Friday, lawyers gather to hear from outgo-
ing TBA President Buck Lewis and welcome
incoming president Gail Vaughn Ashworth.

A ticket to each of these events is included in
the convention registration package. Addi-
tional tickets also may be purchased.

YLD Annual Meeting
The annual membership meeting of the Ten-
nessee Bar Association Young Lawyers
Division will be held on Friday, June 19, at 4
p.m. at the Peabody Hotel. The meeting will
feature remarks by outgoing president
Michelle Sellers, induction of incoming pres-
ident David Changas, consideration of
several business items and voting on six con-
tested races for leadership positions within
the organization. All YLD members are
encouraged to attend.

The 2009 TBA Convention promises big-
name speakers, big-impact programs and
big-time entertainment. Make plans now to
attend. Learn more or register at
http://www.tba.org/convention2009/.■

Convention Preview
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Making a Difference One Person At a Time
By Michelle Sellers

Have you ever known someone who is
a true volunteer servant at heart?
Someone, no matter what the task,

seems to find time to donate to worthy
causes? The Tennessee Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division (TBA YLD)
found someone just like that while solicit-
ing nominations for the CASA Volunteer
of the Year Award.

Each year the TBA YLD recognizes a
court-appointed special advocate who goes
the extra mile in his or her work with a
Tennessee CASA organization. During
the TBA’s Leadership Conference in Janu-
ary, the YLD presented the 2009 CASA
Volunteer of the Year Award to a true vol-
unteer servant at heart, Tony Janco of
Gallatin. Janco was nominated by Carole
J. Ritter, executive director of Sumner
County CASA. He is the fire chief for the
Hendersonville Fire Department and has
been a CASA volunteer for four years.
During his time as a volunteer, Janco has
advocated for over 28 children, helping
them to find permanency. Not only does
he spend countless hours serving these
children, he has helped the Sumner
County CASA agency with fundraising
and office repairs, and is always looking to
better himself and the level of service to
his community with continuing education
classes. Janco has donated over 719 hours
of advocacy services to the children of

Sumner County and traveled
over 3,000 miles. He has been
awarded several recognitions as
Sumner County CASA’s volun-
teer of the month and volunteer
of the year. As the TBA YLD
CASA Volunteer of the Year,
Janco received a monetary
award, which he promptly
donated to Sumner County
CASA. We salute Mr. Janco for making a
difference in the lives of Tennessee chil-
dren. (For more on this story see page 16.)

Thanks to All 
YLD Volunteers
We also must recognize the many volun-
teer servants at heart who have provided
tremendous support for our pro bono pro-
grams this year. Thank you to everyone
who has participated in the Statewide
Public Service Day, Wills for Heroes
events and 4/4 Pro Bono events. As a
result of your willingness to give of your
valuable time, we have made a difference
in the lives of many Tennesseans. One per-
son truly can make a difference.   

Public Service Day
Each year in conjunction with Law Day,
the TBA YLD hosts a Statewide Public
Service Day. Projects this year included a
backpack project in Clarksville that raised
$1,900 to purchase 150 backpacks and 150
gift cards for children in DCS custody; a
pancake breakfast in Bristol that raised
$1,400 for CASA; the building of a Habi-
tat for Humanity house in Cookeville; and
a fundraising event in Blount County that
raised $7,685 for the local children’s advo-
cacy center. Thanks to everyone for
making the 2009 Statewide Public Service
Day a success!   

Wills for Heroes
In the area of pro bono service, the YLD
has held 12 Wills for Heroes events across
the state. These projects have included the
participation of approximately 217 volun-
teer attorneys and have served 371 first
responders and their spouses. Thanks again
to all of the volunteers for making these
events so successful!  

Pro Bono Public Service
Day
In addition to the Wills for Heroes events,
the YLD worked very hard to support the
Tennessee Bar Association’s 4 ALL Cam-
paign to promote greater access to justice
through the 4/4 Pro Bono Public Service
Day. On April 4, legal clinics were held in
13 of the YLD’s 14 districts. As a result of
the dedication of attorneys across the
state, 257 attorneys participated in the
YLD events and made a difference in the
lives of 566 individuals. 

If you are like me, you find yourself
wishing for more time each day to get
everything accomplished. But what a great
feeling it is to donate some of that valuable
time to those who are truly in need. I am
thankful for the time and support you give
to YLD programs throughout the year.
Let’s keep up the good work! ■

Staff
➤ MICHELLE SELLERS, PRESIDENT

➤ HANSON TIPTON, EDITOR

➤ MASON WILSON, PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR

➤ STACEY SHRADER, YLD DIRECTOR

➤ LANDRY BUTLER, DESIGN & PRODUCTION

STATEMENTS OR OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS

PUBLICATION ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS AND

DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE

TENNESSEE BAR ASSOCIATION, ITS OFFICERS,
BOARD OR STAFF.

TENNESSEE BAR
A S S O C I A T I O N

T E N N E S S E E  Y O U N G  L A W Y E R

A  q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Te n n e s s e e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  Yo u n g  L a w y e r s  D i v i s i o npage 2

Michelle Sellers is the 2008
– 2009 YLD president. She
practices in the Jackson law
firm of Rainey Kizer Reviere &
Bell PLC and can be reached
at msellers@raineykizer.com



T he annual membership meeting of the
Tennessee Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division will be held on Fri-

day, June 19, at 4 p.m. at the Peabody Hotel
in the Hernando DeSoto Room. The meet-
ing agenda will include consideration of a
proposed Diversity Plan, proposed bylaws
amendments and six contested elections.

As of the filing deadline in April, the
following young lawyers indicated their
intention to run for office in the TBA YLD.

Unopposed Candidates
Candidates unopposed for a position were
deemed elected on April 1. They include:

• Middle Tennessee Governor
Jason Pannu, Lewis, King, Krieg &
Waldrop PC, Nashville

• East Tennessee Governor
Blair Bennington Cannon, Patrick,
Beard, Schulman & Jacoway PC,
Chattanooga

• Secretary
Mary Beth Haltom, Lewis, King,
Krieg & Waldrop PC, Nashville

• District 9 Representative
Jenney Springer, Kinnard, Clayton
& Beveridge, Nashville

• District 11 Representative
John Jay Clark, Hardin, Parkes,
Kelley & Carter PLLC, Columbia

Contested Seats
The following six contested elections will
be decided by secret ballot at the division’s
annual meeting. Candidates are listed in
alphabetical order. Additional biographi-
cal information on the candidates can be
found on page 4.

• YLD Vice President
Effie Bean Cozart
Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens &
Cannada PLLC, Memphis   
Mason Wilson
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Cald-
well & Berkowitz PC, Memphis   

• Treasurer
Marisa Lee Combs 
The Law Offices of Larry D. Wilks,
Springfield
Matt Potempa
Tennessee Department of Human
Services, Nashville

• West Tennessee Governor
Asa Baker
Leitner, Williams, Dooley &
Napolitan PLLC, Memphis   
Paul Whitt
Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell PLC,
Jackson

• District 3 Representative
Sonda Gifford
Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen &
Carpenter PLLC, Knoxville
Daniel A. Sanders
Knox County Government,
Knoxville

• District 5 Representative
Darren W. Kennedy
Kennedy and Associates, 
Chattanooga
David McDowell
Gearhiser, Peters, Lockaby, Cavett
& Elliott PLLC, Chattanooga

• District 13 Representative
Josh Roberts
Waldrop & Hall PA, Jackson
Jobi Teague
Teague Law Firm, Covington

Nominees for Vacancies
No candidate filed for the following five
elected positions. Pursuant to the YLD
bylaws, a nominations committee was
convened to recommend candidates to fill
these positions. The nominated individu-
als are subject to the vote of the general
membership at the June 19 meeting.

• District 1 Representative
D. Adam Moore, 2nd Judicial 
District Attorney General’s Office,
Blountville

• District 7 Representative
Aimee Luna, Legal Aid Society of
Middle Tennessee and the Cumber-
lands, Tullahoma

• East Tennessee Delegate to the
TBA House of Delegates
Chris McCarty, Lewis, King, Krieg
& Waldrop PC, Knoxville

• Middle Tennessee Delegate to the
TBA House of Delegates
Kristal Boone, Boone Law PLLC,
Nashville

• Middle Tennessee Delegate to the
TBA House of Delegates
Paul Whitt, Rainey, Kizer, Reviere
& Bell PLC, Jackson

Six Races to be Decided at YLD Annual Meeting
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T he YLD Diversity Committee
completed work on the division’s
first-ever Diversity Plan in April.

The plan, which will be put to the divi-
sion membership for approval at the
YLD annual meeting in June, is designed
to increase racial, ethnic, gender, sexual
orientation, religious affiliation, geo-
graphic and practice area diversity
within the leadership and membership
of the YLD. 

Among other goals it states that it
is the mission of the YLD to (1)
actively recruit and retain diverse
lawyers as members of the YLD and its
leadership, (2) foster strong relation-
ships with specialty and minority bars
in Tennessee, (3) encourage diversity
in the student bodies of Tennessee’s
law schools, (4) encourage members of

the YLD to promote diversity in the
larger legal profession, and (5) assess
and evaluate the prevalence of bias in
the profession. These goals will be
achieved in part through an annual
diversity survey, an annual diversity
report, joint programming with spe-
cialty and minority bars, and service
projects that foster understanding of
the state’s diverse communities. 

The Diversity Committee, under the
leadership of Chair Effie V. Bean Cozart,
encourages YLD members to study the
plan and submit comments. The plan may
be downloaded at http://www.tba.org/
YLD/diversityplan09.pdf. Comments may
be submitted to the chair at 
effie.beancozart@butlersnow.com.

YLD Unveils Diversity Plan 
and Bylaws Amendments

continued on page 8
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Candidates are listed in alphabetical
order by last name. Biographical
information was provided by the

candidates or taken from public sources.

Vice President
Candidate: 
Effie Bean Cozart
Hometown: Memphis
Firm: Butler, Snow,
O’Mara, Stevens & 
Cannada PLLC
Law School: University
of Tennessee (2002)

Effie Bean Cozart cur-
rently serves as Diversity Committee
chair for the TBA YLD. She has been
actively involved with the TBA YLD
since 2004. She has served as vice chair
of the Continuing Legal Education Com-
mittee (2004-2005), chair of the
Continuing Legal Education Committee
(2005-2006), secretary (2006-2008) and a
member of the Long Range Planning
Committee (2007-present). Effie was
named “Star of the Quarter” in the sec-
ond quarter of the 2008-2009 bar year for
her contributions to the Diversity Com-
mittee and in the first quarter of the
2005-2006 bar year for her contributions
as chair of the CLE Committee. She also
has attended ABA YLD meetings as a
delegate for Tennessee and is a graduate
of the ABA TIPS Leadership Academy.
Effie graduated from Rhodes College in
Memphis in 1999 and received her law
degree from the University of Tennessee
College of Law in 2002. She practices in
the Labor and Employment Group at But-
ler Snow where she focuses her practice
in the areas of workers’ compensation
defense, labor and employment matters
and general litigation. Effie served on the
board of directors for Volunteer Mem-
phis/Hands on Memphis from 2003-2008.

Candidate:
Mason W. Wilson
Hometown: Memphis
Firm: Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC
Law School: University
of Memphis (2004)

Mason Wilson is an associate in Baker
Donelson’s Memphis office. His primary
practice areas include transportation liti-
gation, medical malpractice defense,
products liability and commercial litiga-
tion. Mason is a 2004 honors graduate of
the University of Memphis Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law, where he was a
staff member of the University of Memphis
Law Review. He has served on the TBA
YLD Board since 2005 as Memphis CLE
captain, vice-chair of the Public Service
Committee, Law Day coordinator, editor
of the Tennessee Young Lawyer, recorder for
the Long Range Planning Committee,
chair of the Publications Committee and
treasurer. He also served one term on the
board of directors of the Memphis Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division.
Mason is a longstanding member of the
Memphis Bar Association’s Publications
Committee and currently serves as associ-
ate editor of the American Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division’s
Affiliate newsletter. He served as legal
counsel for Hands On Memphis for a num-
ber of years. Prior to law school, Mason
was a general assignment reporter and
sportswriter. He and his high school sweet-
heart Crystal have a 14-month old
daughter, Maggie, whom they dote on.

Treasurer
Candidate:
Marisa Lee Combs
Hometown: Springfield
Firm: The Law Offices of
Larry D. Wilks
Law School: University
of Tennessee (2005)

Marisa Lee Combs, a
native of Robertson

County, is an associate at The Law Offices
of Larry D. Wilks in Springfield. She grad-
uated from Samford University in
Birmingham, Ala. before attending the
University of Tennessee College of Law.
After graduating from law school in 2005,
she went back to her native county to
practice law. Combs has a general practice
that includes a broad variety of areas. She
has been an active member of the TBA
YLD Board since the summer of 2006. She
won a YLD Star of the Quarter Award for

contributions in the pilot year of online
CLE (fourth quarter 2007) and another as
vice chair of the Mock Trial Committee
(fourth quarter 2008). She also has served
as a member of the Long Range Planning
Committee under the leadership of David
Changas. Most recently, Combs served as
chair of the Mock Trial Committee. While
she has committed to another year as mock
trial chair, she says she is a hopeful candi-
date for the position of treasurer, which
would also make her a member of the YLD
Executive Committee. Combs is married
to Thad Combs, and they have two chil-
dren, Winnie (5) and Witt (8 months).

Candidate: 
Patrick “Matt” Potempa
Hometown: Nashville
Firm: Tennessee Depart-
ment of Human Services
Law School: University
of Arkansas (2006)

Memphis native Matt
Potempa received a bache-

lor of arts in political science from the
University of Memphis in 2003 and a law
degree from the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock in 2006. During law school he
clerked for the Arkansas Public Defender
Commission and served two stints in the
Arkansas Attorney General’s Office. For
the first year after law school, Matt worked
as an associate attorney in the areas of con-
tracts, medical negligence and torts and
mergers and acquisitions in a Little Rock
law office. From 2007 to May 2009, Matt
served as assistant general counsel for the
Tennessee Department of Human Services.
He recently announced that he is opening
a general law practice on June 15 in down-
town Nashville. Matt’s contributions to the
TBA YLD include service as Middle Ten-
nessee CLE captain (2007-2008), chair of
the CLE Committee (2008-2009) and Dis-
trict 16 Representative to the American
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division, a
position that covers Tennessee and Ken-
tucky (2009-2011). He was named a Star of
the Quarter in the second quarter of the
2007-2008 bar year for service as a member
of the CLE Committee and again in the
first quarter of the 2008-2009 bar year for
outstanding service as chair of the commit-

2009-2010 YLD ELECTION
Candidate Profiles For Contested Elections 

Cozart

Wilson

Combs

Potempa
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tee. He also received a special recognition
award from the YLD president for out-
standing service to the division during the
2007-2008 bar year.

West Tennessee Governor
Candidate: Asa Baker
Hometown: Memphis
Firm: Leitner, Williams,
Dooley & Napolitan
PLLC
Law School: University
of Mississippi (2002)

Asa Baker practices
with Leitner Williams in Memphis and
focuses on corporate and insurance
defense. He is licensed to practice in both
Tennessee and Mississippi. Prior to joining
the firm, Asa clerked at the Mississippi
Supreme Court. He received his law degree
from the University of Mississippi in 2002
and his bachelor of arts from Davidson
College in North Carolina. Asa currently
serves as District 14 Representative, cover-
ing Memphis and Shelby County, for the
TBA YLD. During the 2007-2008 bar year
he served as membership captain in Mem-
phis. He also is active in the ABA YLD,
currently serving as chair of the Law Prac-
tice Management Committee. He served as
vice chair last year. At the ABA YLD’s
spring meeting in May, Asa was awarded a
Star of the Quarter for his work on the
committee. He also spoke at a CLE there
on the business needs of law firms.

Candidate: William
“Paul” Whitt
Hometown: Jackson
Firm: Rainey, Kizer,
Reviere & Bell PLC
Law School: University
of South Carolina (2005)

Paul Whitt is an asso-
ciate attorney with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere
& Bell PLC in Jackson and is a member of
the firm’s Business Law Practice Group
and Tort & Insurance Practice Group. He
focuses his practice in the areas of insur-
ance defense and commercial litigation.
Paul joined the firm after graduating from
the University of South Carolina School
of Law in 2005. During law school, he
served as staff law clerk to the South Car-
olina House of Representatives, assisting
the Labor, Commerce & Industry Com-
mittee with legislation related to real

estate, public utilities and banking/
consumer affairs. He received his under-
graduate degree in economics from Union
University. Paul’s contributions to the
TBA YLD include service on the Long
Range Planning Committee (2007-2008)
and as chair of the Wills for Heroes Com-
mittee (2008-2009). As Wills for Heroes
chair, he (along with vice chair Chris
McCarty) developed the Wills for Heroes
program in Tennessee from its inception.
In its first year, the program has provided
nearly 400 first responders and spouses in
Tennessee with basic estate planning doc-
uments, and has seen over 200 attorneys
participate in the project. By the end of
the program’s first year, every TBA YLD
district will have held a Wills for Heroes
event. Paul is also member of the Jackson-
Madison County Bar Association and has
served as an adjunct instructor of business
law at Union University. He is married to
Courtney Whitt, a CPA with Horne LLP.

District 3 Representative
Candidate: 
Sonda L. Gifford
Hometown: Knoxville
Firm: Woolf, McClane,
Bright, Allen & Carpen-
ter PLLC
Law School: University
of Tennessee (2003)

Sonda Gifford is an associate with the
Knoxville firm of Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter PLLC, where she
focuses her practice on employment law.
She is a 2003 graduate, with honors, of the
University of Tennessee College of Law.
Sonda currently serves as District 3 Repre-
sentative to the TBA YLD, a post she has
held since 2007. She previously served as
the Knoxville membership captain for the
2006-2007 bar year. She also is a member
of the TBA’s Federal Practice Section and
serves on the section’s executive council.
Sonda is active in her local bar as well,
serving as secretary/treasurer of the
Knoxville Bar Association’s young lawyer
organization — the Barristers — and as
chair of the Barristers’ Mock Trial Com-
mittee for the past four years. 

Candidate: 
Daniel A. Sanders
Hometown: Knoxville
Firm: Knox County Government
Law School: Liberty University (2008)

Daniel Sanders earned his law degree in
2008 from Liberty University in Lynch-
burg, Va. He works in the Knox County
Law Director’s Office, which handles all
civil legal affairs for the county, including
advising and representing the mayor,
county commission, sheriff, board of educa-
tion, county clerk, register of deeds, trustee,
property assessor and court clerks. (Candi-
date did not supply a photograph)

District 5 Representative
Candidate:
Darren W. Kennedy
Hometown: Chattanooga
Firm: Kennedy and 
Associates
Law School: Nashville
School of Law (2006)

Darren Kennedy recei-
ved his undergraduate degree in 1995 from
Southern Adventist University. Planning
to enter law school immediately following
college graduation, Daniel decided instead
to spend several years in the workplace. He
worked for the next six years and then
entered law school, graduating in the sum-
mer of 2006. Since that time he has worked
as a solo practioner focusing in the areas of
real estate, business and litigation. In seek-
ing the position of District 5 Representative
Daniel says he “would like the opportunity
to give back to the legal community a por-
tion of the blessing [he has] received as a
practicing attorney for the last several
years.” He also wishes to thank members of
the Young Lawyers Division for their con-
sideration of his candidacy.

Candidate: David G.
McDowell
Hometown: Chattanooga
Firm: Gearhiser, Peters,
Lockaby, Cavett & Elliott
PLLC
Law School: University of
Memphis (2003)

David McDowell has practiced with the
Chattanooga law firm of Gearhiser, Peters,
Lockaby, Cavett & Elliott PLLC since
2004. Prior to joining the firm, he served

Baker

Whitt

Gifford

Kennedy

continued on page 6
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as a judicial clerk for Judge David Farmer
on the Tennessee Court of Appeals. David
graduated from the University of Memphis
School of Law in 2003 where he served as
managing editor of the University of Mem-
phis Law Review. His contributions to the
TBA YLD include serving as District 5
Representative from 2006 to present,
Chattanooga CLE captain from 2007 to
2008, and member of the Long Range
Planning Committee during 2008. David
has received a Star of the Quarter Award
and a President’s Special Recognition
Award for his work with the division.
David also is a member of the Chat-
tanooga and American Bar Associations,
an associate member of the Justices Brock
and Cooper American Inns of Court, and
a 2008 graduate of the Tennessee Bar
Association Leadership Law Program.
About his run for office, he says, “I hope to
continue serving with the fine young
lawyers of Tennessee.”

District 13 Representative
Candidate:
Joshua M. Roberts
Hometown: Jackson
Firm: Waldrop & Hall PA
Law School: University
of Memphis (2007)

Memphis native Josh
Roberts is an associate

with Waldrop & Hall in Jackson. He
joined the firm in 2007, and his practice
includes work in the areas of civil rights
and government tort defense, employ-
ment law, general business litigation and
insurance defense litigation. Josh earned
his law degree in 2007 from the University
of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School
of Law. Prior to attending law school, he
served on the staffs of U.S. Senators
William Frist and Tim Hutchinson. He
graduated from George Washington Uni-
versity’s Columbian College in 2003 with
a bachelor degree in political science. Josh
got involved with the TBA YLD in 2008
and has served as co-chair of the Public
Service Committee for the past year. In
this capacity he has helped support and
publicize over 15 public service projects
across the state. Josh also has been an
active member of the board, participating
in the fall meeting, mid-winter meeting,

state mock trial competition and Wills for
Heroes events. He says he is excited about
the upcoming bar year and the leadership
of president David Changas. Josh is also a
member of the Federal Bar Association
and its Mid-South Executive Committee,
the Federalist Society and Mises Institute,
and a former member of the Leo Bearman
Sr. American Inns of Court (2006-2007).
In the community he serves as
secretary/treasurer for the Madison
County Young Republicans and on the
Youth Town advisory board.

Candidate: Jobi Teague
Hometown: Covington
Firm: Teague Law Firm
Law School: Oklahoma City University
(2005)

Jobi Teague earned his law degree from
Oklahoma City University in 2005 and
currently practices with the Teague Law
Firm in Covington. His practice areas
include family and juvenile law and crimi-
nal defense. He also has served as a
Guardian ad Litem this year. (Candidate
did not supply a photograph)

VACANCIES
District 1 Representative

Candidate: 
D. Adam Moore
Hometown: Kingsport
Firm: Office of the Dis-
trict Attorney General,
2nd Judicial District
Law School: Appalachian
School of Law (2006)

Adam Moore is an assistant district
attorney for the Second Judicial District.
He is a 2006 graduate from Appalachian
School of Law, and a 2002 graduate from
East Tennessee State University. Upon
graduation from law school, Adam prac-
ticed briefly with the law firm of Hampton
and Street in Elizabethton. In March
2007, Adam joined the District Attorney
General’s Office in the Second Judicial
District, which encompasses Bristol,
Blountville and Kingsport. As an assistant
DA, Adam handles all delinquent juvenile
matters in the city of Kingsport, and pros-
ecutes a variety of criminal cases in
Kingsport General Sessions Court. In addi-

tion, Adam is the supervisor for Juvenile
and General Sessions courts in Kingsport
and Bristol.

District 7 Representative
Candidate:
Aimee Miller Luna
Hometown: Bell Buckle
Firm: Legal Aid Society
of Middle Tennessee and
the Cumberlands
Law School: University
of Memphis (2003)

Aimee Luna is an associate with the
Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee
and the Cumberlands in the organization’s
Tullahoma office. She focuses her practice
primarily on family law. She is a 2003 grad-
uate of the University of Memphis College
of Law. Aimee currently serves as District
7 Representative to the TBA YLD Board,
a post she has held since 2006.

East Tennessee Delegate
to TBA House of Delegates

Candidate:
Chris W. McCarty
Hometown: Knoxville
Firm: Lewis, King, Krieg
& Waldrop PC 
Law School: University
of Tennessee (2006)

Chris McCarty is an
associate in the Knoxville office of Lewis,
King, Krieg & Waldrop PC. He focuses his
practice on litigation with an emphasis on
employment and education law. Chris is in
his third year of serving with the TBA
YLD. During the current bar year Chris
has served as vice chair of the Wills for
Heroes Committee and has helped coordi-
nate numerous pro bono events for first
responders throughout Middle and East
Tennessee. During the 2007-2008 bar year
Chris served as Knoxville membership
captain, providing networking and social
opportunities for young lawyers in Knox
County. Chris is also active in the
Knoxville Bar Association, serving on its
Publications Committee, and in the
American Bar Association YLD, where he
holds an appointed position as Public Ser-
vice team member. Chris graduated with a
history degree from Maryville College in

Candidate Profiles For Contested Elections 
continued from page 5
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2001 and spent two years teaching eighth
grade United States’ history before starting
law school. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee College of Law in 2006.

Middle Tennessee 
Delegate to TBA House 
of Delegates

Candidate: Kristal Boone
Hometown: Nashville
Firm: Boone Law PLLC
Law School: Vanderbilt
University (2005)

Kristal Boone is a
member and the founder
of Boone Law PLLC,

where she practices in the areas of general
business law, nonprofit law and estate
planning. She is a 2005 graduation of Van-
derbilt University Law School. For the
past two years, Kristal has served as the
District 9 Representative to the TBA YLD
Board. Kristal also serves as a board mem-
ber of the Lawyers Association for Women

and the YWCA of Middle Tennessee.

West Tennessee Delegate
to TBA House of Delegates

Candidate: Paul Whitt
Hometown: Jackson
Firm: Rainey, Kizer,
Reviere & Bell PLC
Law School: University
of South Carolina (2005)

Paul Whitt is an associ-
ate attorney with Rainey,

Kizer, Reviere & Bell PLC in Jackson and
is a member of the firm’s Business Law
Practice Group and Tort & Insurance
Practice Group. He focuses his practice in
the areas of insurance defense and com-
mercial litigation. Paul joined the firm
after graduating from the University of
South Carolina School of Law in 2005.
During law school, he served as staff law
clerk to the South Carolina House of Rep-
resentatives, assisting the Labor,
Commerce & Industry Committee with

legislation related to real estate, public
utilities and banking/consumer affairs. He
received his undergraduate degree in eco-
nomics from Union University. Paul’s
contributions to the TBA YLD Board
include service on the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee (2007-2008) and as chair
of the Wills for Heroes Committee (2008-
2009). As Wills for Heroes chair, he (along
with vice chair Chris McCarty) developed
the Wills for Heroes program in Tennessee
from its inception. In its first year, the pro-
gram has provided nearly 400 first
responders and spouses in Tennessee with
basic estate planning documents, and has
seen over 200 attorneys participate in the
project. By the end of the program’s first
year, every TBA YLD district will have
held a Wills for Heroes event. Paul is also
member of the Jackson-Madison County
Bar Association and has served as an
adjunct instructor of business law at Union
University. He is married to Courtney
Whitt, a CPA with Horne LLP. ■

Boone

Whitt

Tennessee Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division
Candidates listed alphabetically.
Choose one candidate for each office.

Uncontested Races
Candidates unopposed for a position are
deemed elected

• Secretary
Mary Beth Haltom

• Middle Tennessee Governor
Jason Pannu

• East TN Governor
Blair Cannon

• District 9 Representative
Jenney Springer

• District 11 Representative
John Clark

Approval of Appointments
to Vacant Positions
District 1 Representative

❏ David “Adam” Moore

District 7 Representative
❏ Amelia Luna

Delegates to the TBA House of Delegates
East Tennessee Delegate

❏ Chris McCarty (only members of
the Eastern Grand Division may vote)

Middle Tennessee Delegate 
❏ Kristal Boone (only members of the
Middle Grand Division may vote)

West Tennessee Delegate 
❏ Paul Whitt (only members of the
Western Grand Division may vote)

Contested Elections
Vice President 

❏ Effie Bean Cozart
❏ Mason Wilson

Treasurer
❏ Marisa Combs
❏ Matthew Potempa

West Tenn Governor
❏ Asa Baker
❏ Paul Whitt

District 3 Representative
❏ Sonda Gifford
❏ Daniel Sanders

District 5 Representative
❏ Darren Kennedy
❏ David McDowell

District 13 Representative
❏ Josh Roberts
❏ Jobi Teague

2009-2010 YLD ELECTION
2009 Sample Ballot
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Proposed Bylaws
Amendments
The committee also has proposed several
bylaws changes aimed at increasing the
diversity of organizations that hold affili-
ate positions on the TBA YLD Board. The
proposed changes are:

1. Consolidate the seats currently allot-
ted to the three National Bar Association
chapters in Tennessee into one seat that
rotates among the chapters. The chapters
listed in the current bylaws are: the Ben F.
Jones Chapter (Memphis), the Napier-
Looby Chapter (Nashville) and the SL
Hutchins Chapter (Chattanooga). In
addition, the amendment would add to the
list a new Knoxville chapter that has
recently formed. That group, the William
H. Hastie Chapter, also would be included
in the rotation. The rationale behind the
change is to free up board positions that
can be allotted to other minority groups
(see points 3 and 4 below).

Proposed language: The Board shall
include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing nonvoting members … a
rotating representative designated by
one of the Tennessee affiliates of the
National Bar Association (including
the Ben F. Jones Chapter of the
National Bar Association, the Napier-

Looby Chapter of the National Bar
Association, the SL Hutchins Chapter
of the National Bar Association, the
William H. Hastie Chapter of the
National Bar Association);

2. Expand the seat currently reserved for
the Tennessee Lawyers Association for
Women to include three other women’s law
groups in the state. The seat would rotate
among the Tennessee Lawyers Association
for Women, the Lawyers Association for
Women, the Association for Women Attor-
neys and the Southeast Tennessee Lawyers
Association for Women. The rationale
behind the change is to increase the diver-
sity of representation from women law
groups in the state by expanding the groups
that qualify for a seat on the YLD Board.

Proposed language: The Board shall
include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing nonvoting members … a rotating
representative designated by one of the
women attorney associations (including
the Tennessee Lawyers Association for
Women, Lawyers Association for
Women, Association for Women Attor-
neys, SouthEast Tennessee Lawyers
Association for Women);

3. Add a seat on the YLD Board for a

representative of the Tennessee Associa-
tion of Spanish Speaking Attorneys.

Proposed language: The Board shall
include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing nonvoting members … a
representative of the Tennessee Associ-
ation of Spanish Speaking Attorneys;

4. Add a seat on the YLD Board for a
representative of the Tennessee Asian
Pacific American Bar Association.

Proposed language: The Board shall
include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing nonvoting members … a
representative of the Tennessee Asian
Pacific American Bar Association;

5. Delete the position of assistant treas-
urer, which has been vacant for a number
of years and no longer is necessary.

Any amendment to the bylaws must be
approved by a two-thirds vote of the mem-
bership at a properly called meeting. These
amendments will be considered at the
YLD Annual Meeting on Friday, June 19
in Memphis. Please contact Diversity
Committee Chair Effie Bean Cozart at
effie.beancozart@butlersnow.com or (901)
680-7339 with any questions about the
amendments or the Diversity Plan. ■

YLD Unveils Diversity Plan and Bylaws Amendments 
continued from page 3

Representatives from the Tennessee Bar Asso-
ciation Young Lawyers Division were in New
Orleans in May for the American Bar Associa-
tion Young Lawyers Division’s spring meeting. 

Pictured from left to right (back row) are:
Matt Potempa, CLE chair; Marisa Combs,
mock trial chair; Crystal Wilson, wife of
Mason Wilson (holding daughter Maggie);
and Mason Wilson, treasurer. 

Pictured from left to right (front row) are:
Jason Pannu, Middle Tennessee governor and
Michelle Sellers, YLD president. 

Not pictured is Asa Baker, District 14 Repre-
sentative, who also attended the meeting.
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By now, you have surely noticed that
the Tennessee Young Lawyer has
“gone green.” In support of the

TBA’s efforts to reduce its carbon foot-
print, it seemed appropriate to pass along a
few ideas to help all of us be more environ-
mentally conscious at the office. 

Here are five easy tips:
Recycle — Your office likely

recycles mixed paper (if you
don’t, then start!), but do
you recycle the daily news-
papers received at the
office? What about alu-
minum cans and plastic
water bottles? You can
also recycle toner car-
tridges (see the box that
the replacement cartridge
comes in), foam packing
peanuts, old computers and appli-
ances.1 Recycling is a quick and easy way
to reduce your carbon footprint. For exam-
ple, it takes 96 percent less energy to make
aluminum from recycled cans than it does
to make it from bauxite. The argument of
critics of recycling that the energy used in
collecting, hauling and processing recy-
clables diminishes any benefit derived
from recycling is misguided. According to
at least one environmental consultant, “it
takes 10.4 million BTU to manufacture
products from a ton of recyclables, com-
pared to 23.3 million BTU for virgin
materials.”2 The energy used for the col-
lecting, hauling and processing of those
recyclables adds just 0.9 million BTU.3

Print Smarter — According to the
Sierra Club, the average office worker uses
10,000 sheets of paper a year.4 When possi-
ble, print on both sides of paper and don’t
print in color unless necessary.5 Before you
print a document consider whether you
actually need a hard copy or whether an
electronic copy will suffice.6

Save Power — Unplug phone and PDA
chargers when not in use. Even when not
plugged in to a device, such chargers are
using energy (as much as 95 percent of the
power).7 Set your computer to automatic
standby when not in use for intervals dur-
ing the day.8 This can cut energy use by 70
percent.9 Don’t just have the screensaver
come up; that does not save any energy.

Also, turn off your computer and the power
strip it is connected to at the end of the day
and turn your monitor off when you are
going to be away from your desk (i.e., dur-
ing lunch).10 Turning the monitor off
reduces the power being used by two-
thirds.11 According to an article in Time

Magazine, even when not in use, office
computers use $1 billion worth

of electricity each year.12

Lights — Artificial
lighting often accounts
for 44 percent of the
energy use in a build-
ing.13 If you haven’t
done so already, switch
to LED or compact fluo-

rescent lights in your
office and the lamps

spread out through the office.
These types of bulbs use approxi-

mately two-thirds less energy than
incandescent lighting.14 Turn off the lights
throughout the entire office at the end of
the day and at your desk area when you will
be away for 15 minutes or more.15

Limit Use of Plastic and Paper — Get
rid of paper and Styrofoam coffee cups and
provide ceramic mugs. The same goes for
paper drinking cups: provide real drinking
glasses. Encourage employees to bring real
dishes to the office, rather than using dis-
posable paper and plastic goods.16 Also, get
rid of bottled water in your office!17 There
are several good reasons for this. First, 40
percent of bottled water is simply filtered
tap water.18 Furthermore, 10 million barrels
of oil are used in the United States each
year to produce bottled water and it can
take up to 1,000 years for the average
water bottle to biodegrade.19 Finally,
numerous studies have shown that bottled
water is no safer or healthier in the United
States than tap water.20 ■

Blair Bennington Cannon, an attorney in the
Chattanooga firm of Patrick, Beard, Schul-
man & Jacoway PC, serves on the YLD
Board as its East Tennessee Governor. She
can be reached at blairinchatt@yahoo.com.

Notes
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pubs/caq/articles/21Things.cfm.
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4291566.html.
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http://sierraclub.typepad.com/greenlife/2007/03/
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Tips for Going Green
By Blair Bennington Cannon



T his year marks my last year to walk
through the halls of the Nashville
School of Law. As a fourth-year

night law student and member of the inau-
gural class on the new campus at Armory
Oaks Drive in 2005, I can say without a
doubt it’s been a long journey to learn the
law. Many a student at the Nashville
School of Law works full-time during the
day at their respective jobs, and learns the
law at night. Rare is the student at NSL
who does not work full-time in some sort
of law-related profession, whether as a
clerk, paralegal, court officer or even law
enforcement officer. 

I’ve had the benefit of working for some
of NSL’s distinguished faculty and have
learned their jobs rarely end at 5 p.m. or on
the weekends either. Yet, despite the fact
that our instructors maintain what we call
“day jobs” as lawyers and judges through-
out the state, they always are available to
students while performing these dual roles.
This is our tradition.

Non-Classroom 
Opportunities
Many students utilized internships and
supervised practice this year with such
organizations as local public defender
offices, district attorneys offices and legal
aid offices. The students may work and
earn credit at these government offices
and “practice” under the supervision of an
attorney. I performed an internship at the
Metro Public Defender’s Office in David-
son County. As a student, getting to
participate in the courtroom and interact
with clients going through the system
showed me how the law works in a much
different way than the usual student set-
ting does. Often as you read the law and
learn it, you forget it is nothing more
than a reflection of the people it serves.
Understanding that concept has been a
priceless gift. 

Involvement in the Bar
Yet again this year, the Nashville School of
Law led the state in the number of student
members joining the Tennessee Bar Asso-
ciation. At the TBA’s fall membership
drive, 33 NSL students joined the associa-
tion — more than any other law school in
the state. Many alumni and faculty
attended the event, which provided a great
opportunity for students to network with
local lawyers.

Expanding Opportunities
NSL is in its third year of offering two sets
of classes, one that begins in the fall and
one that begins in February. This stag-
gered start has allowed more students to
utilize the school and better accommo-
dates students’ employment schedules. In
addition, more alumni and lawyers can be
seen in the halls of the school taking
advantage of a growing continuing legal
education program. Through these and
other improvements, the little law school
that began in the downtown Nashville
YMCA in 1911 continues to grow. 

Year End Activities
To end the school year, NSL will hold its
annual recognition dinner on June 12. The
event will honor faculty member John
Lewis, a contracts instructor, and Tom
Thurman, a graduate of the school who is
now an assistant district attorney in
Davidson County. 

As for me, on May 23 I will graduate,
say farewell to the Nashville School of
Law and head out into the world of prac-
ticing law. But in the fall, the school doors
will open again to new night law students,
just as they have for almost 100 years. ■

At the time she wrote this article, Chelsea was
a 4L student at the Nashville School of Law.
She is now a graduate, a law clerk to Jack A.
Butler at Butler, Elkin and Associates and an
intern at the Metro Davidson County Public
Defenders Office to Laura Dykes. She also
provides freelance writing and research for the
Freemon Law Firm in Lawrenceburg and
Hardin, Parkes, Kelley & Carter PLLC in
Columbia. She can be reached at
nicholson.chelsea@gmail.com.

SPOTLIGHT ON TENNESSEE LAW SCHOOLS

This Year at the Nashville School of Law …
By Chelsea Nicholson
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SPOTLIGHT ON TENNESSEE LAW SCHOOLS

Lincoln Memorial University Opens New Law School

Lincoln Memorial University (LMU),
located in Harrogate, Tenn.,
announced last year that it had

leased Knoxville’s Old City Hall with the
intention of launching a new law school in
the state. It hired Sydney A. Beckman —
who helped lead the formation of the
Charleston School of Law — as dean of
the school and Gordon Russell to help lay
the foundation as associate dean and
library director. Since then, the two have
led the accreditation process, developed
the curriculum and begun hiring faculty.

Last summer, the school’s advisory
board held its first meeting. The board’s
roster reads like a veritable “who’s who” of
the Knoxville legal community. Members
include Congressman John J. Duncan Jr.,
Assistant District Attorney Ta Kisha Mon-
ette Fitzgerald, Circuit Judge John D.
McAfee, District Attorney General Randy
Nichols, Circuit Court Judge Wheeler A.
Rosenbalm and attorneys Sam Anderson,
Mark A. Brown, Hulet Chaney, Patti Jane
Lay, J. Douglas Overbey, Daniel H. Rader,
Mary Ann Stackhouse, Denise Stapleton,
Debra Thompson and David Yoder. Robert
Watson, a partner with Watson, Roach,
Batson, Rowell & Lauderback PLC, chairs
the board.

Just a few months ago, the university
announced that the law school will be
named for Tennessee Congressman John J.
Duncan Jr. The formal name of the school
will be the Lincoln Memorial University-
John J. Duncan Jr. School of Law, but you
can just call it the Duncan School of Law
for short. At a press conference unveiling
the name, LMU Chairman Autry O.V.
“Pete” DeBusk said, “It is fitting that this
program has been named for a great lawyer
and civic leader who has helped so many.
Our mission is to provide educational
opportunities to the people of this region
and Congressman Duncan has been serv-
ing this region for over 20 years.” Duncan,
who has served in Congress since 1988, is
the ranking Republican member on the

Highways and Transit Subcommittee of
the U.S. House of Representative’s Com-
mittee on Transportation and
Infrastructure. He also sits on the Natural
Resources and Oversight & Government
Reform committees. Prior to his election,
he served as a state trial judge, having
been appointed by then-Governor Lamar
Alexander in 1981. He started his career
in 1973 in private law practice in
Knoxville with Zane Daniel. Duncan
earned his law degree from the George
Washington University National Law
Center in 1973. In reflecting on the
honor, Duncan said, “From the time I was
a very small boy, I wanted to be a lawyer. I
almost cannot believe that I was fortunate
enough to not only to be allowed to prac-
tice law, but also to be given the privilege
of serving seven and a half years as a judge
and now for 20 years in the Congress. It is
not false humility to say that I really do
not deserve to have this law school named
after me, but it is certainly the highest
honor I have ever received.”

A number of Duncan’s colleagues were
on hand to offer congratulatory remarks
including former senator Howard Baker,
former governor Don Sundquist and

Congressman Zach Wamp. The official
seal of the law school also was unveiled at
the event.

The Duncan School of Law received
approval from the Tennessee Board of Law
Examiners in March, allowing its graduates
to sit for the state bar exam. It is seeking
ABA accreditation as well as accreditation
with the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACS-COC). Upon approval, LMU will
admit approximately 75 part-time students
and begin classes in August 2009. The full-
time program will begin in the fall of 2010,
bringing another 125 students the campus.

These are indeed exciting times for
legal education in Tennessee! For more
information about the Duncan School of
Law visit www.lmunet.edu/law or call
(865) 524-5288. ■

Compiled from news releases from the school.
Edited by Stacey Shrader, director of the Ten-
nessee Bar Association Young Lawyers
Division. You can reach Stacey at
sshrader@tnbar.org.



Each year, the Tennessee Bar Associa-
tion Young Lawyers Division holds a
statewide art and essay contest in

conjunction with Law Day — a national
day set aside on May 1 to celebrate the rule
of law. Established by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1958, Law Day provides an
opportunity for young people to learn
about the law and the American judicial
system, and an opportunity for lawyers to
serve their communities. 

The theme of this year’s contest was “A
Legacy of Liberty: Celebrating Lincoln’s
Bicentennial,” which was chosen to mark
the 200th anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln and spur debate on
whether the goals of the Gettysburg
Address and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence have been met and what role the
law has played and/or should continue to

play in securing liberty and equality for
people everywhere.

In the art contest for elementary and
middle school students, Knoxville fourth-
grader Chihye Kim of Cedar Bluff
Elementary won first place, while second
place went to Caroline Daniel of Brent-
wood, a fourth-grader at Franklin Road
Academy in Nashville. Third place went
to Miranda Williams, a 7th grader at
Smoky Mountain Elementary in Cosby.

In the essay contest for high school stu-
dents, Nathan House, a senior at Martin
Luther King Jr. Academic Magnet in
Nashville, won first place. Second place
went to Desiree Kamerman, a 9th grader at
Hardin Valley Academy in Knoxville, and
third place went to Joshua Shepherd of
Jonesborough, an 11th grader at Tri-Cities
Christian School in Blountville. To read

their winning essays visit http://www.tba.org/
YLD/artessay_2009.html. ■

T E N N E S S E E  Y O U N G  L A W Y E R

YLD IN THE COMMUNITY

Law Day Contest Honors Lincoln’s Legacy
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Art Contest Winners

Essay Contest Winners
1st Place
Nathan House, Nashville
Martin Luther King, Jr. Academic
Magnet High School, 12th Grade

2nd Place 
Desiree Kamerman, Knoxville
Hardin Valley Academy, 9th Grade

3rd Place
Joshua Shepherd, Jonesborough
Tri-Cities Christian School, 
11th Grade

1st Place
Chihye Kim, Knoxville
Cedar Bluff Elementary School, 4th Grade

2nd Place
Caroline Daniel, Brentwood
Franklin Road Academy, 4th Grade

3rd Place
Miranda Williams, Cosby
Smoky Mountain Elementary,
7th Grade
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If you’ve had anything to do with
the Tennessee High School
Mock Trial Competition in the

last three years, you need no intro-
duction to Marisa Combs. Serving
as the YLD’s chair of the Mock
Trial Committee is just one of
Marisa’s many hats, though. She
also has a general practice at the
Law Offices of Larry D. Wilks in
Springfield. To give you a sense of
what her practice involves Marisa
says, “In one week I transported an
appointed client from the local jail
to a bus station headed for rehab,
almost ran over a chicken crossing
the road on my way to a surprise
home visit as a Guardian ad Litem in
a contested custody case, and
looked at Tennessee’s summary
judgment standard in a civil case
with statutory elements of proof.
The same week, I wrote a letter of
nonpayment to a homeowner in a
construction case, reviewed pro-
posed findings of fact in a termination of
parental rights and adoption case, and fol-
lowed up on a mediated settlement with a
divorcing father.”  

As if all that weren’t enough, Marisa is
also a wife and mother of two small chil-
dren (daughter Winnie, age five, and son
Witt, eight months). We caught up with
Marisa after this year’s mock trial competi-
tion concluded, and asked her to tell us a
little about how she manages it all. 

TYL: What encourages you the most?
Are there any quotes that you cling to?

MC: I am encouraged when I spend
time with other working parents and hear
that I am not in this alone — there are
others out there just like me! Although I
cannot profess to be a basketball fan, John
Wooden once said, “You can’t let praise or
criticism get to you. It’s a weakness to get
caught up in either one.” I think that’s
great advice. 

TYL: What is one thing you wish you

would have known about juggling kids and
a career?

MC: That it would take so much effort
to stay on top of the fast changes children
make as they grow!  

TYL: What is the hardest part of the
balancing act? 

MC: That our culture is filled with
images of women balancing everything per-
fectly — perfection is not attainable, yet I
have a hard time forgiving myself when I
fall short. Also, that there’s no spring or
summer break to catch up on things!

TYL: What are your five best sugges-
tions for balancing work and motherhood? 

MC: Ironically, the first came from a
working father! My boss, Larry Wilks, once
told me that you just have to strive to be
the best with what you’re doing in blocks
of time. A creative spin on “be in the
moment,” but it’s more than that because
it requires planning those “blocks of time”
so that you are intentional in your effort.

At court, be the best advocate
you can. In the kitchen, cook the
best meal you can. When super-
vising homework, focus on that
alone. With my husband, dedi-
cate a portion of each day to talk
to him about something other
than children.  

Remember that it’s the whole
of it that counts. So you might
not return a call within 24 hours,
but your clients know you care if
you are generally accessible. I
might not be able to be home
before bedtime tonight, but I
have tucked my daughter into
bed four nights in the past week. 

The others include:
• Forgive yourself and don’t
sweat small defeats.
• Schedule time for yourself.
Nobody gets you at your best if
you don’t make time for re-ener-
gizing yourself.

• Be grateful for having so much to
balance! My dearest friend Jennifer,
a UT College of Law classmate,
died tragically in 2006 leaving a son
and husband behind. Would she be
complaining to have my life? No.

• Have a great partner if you can. I
know that single parenting can be
the reality; I represent a lot of
working parents with children and
no spouse. But, if you are blessed
to have it, don’t take it for
granted. Thank you, Thad, for
being a great partner. ■

As Marisa points out, there is comfort for work-
ing moms in knowing others are wading through
the same issues. Do you know a working mom
who could share her insights with others? We
would like to feature her in an upcoming “Face
of the Young Lawyer” column. Contact Sonda
Gifford (sgifford@wmbac.com) or Marisa
Combs (mcombs@larrywilks.com) to let 
us know.

FACE OF THE YOUNG LAWYER

Profiles of a Working Mother
By Sonda Gifford

Marisa with children Witt (age 8 months) and Winnie (age 5) ready
to celebrate Easter.
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T he 29th annual Tennessee State
High School Mock Trial Competi-
tion took place in downtown

Nashville at the Historic Metro Davidson
County Courthouse on March 13 and 14.
To reach the state competition, each of
the record-number 18 teams had to win its
respective district competition in Febru-
ary. Each team competed in a total of four
rounds, with the top two teams advancing
to the final round on Saturday afternoon. 

In this year’s mock case — a criminal
scenario written by a committee of young
lawyers — the defendant was charged with
aggravated robbery, a class B felony, for
allegedly robbing Herb World, a local
smoothie and health food store where he
also worked. The teams navigated the
twists and turns of this complex case, put-
ting their legal skills to the test while
playing the roles of attorneys and wit-
nesses during the competition. 

Tennessee Supreme Court Justice
Sharon Lee presided over the champi-
onship match, in which White Station
High School of Memphis defeated Battle
Ground Academy of Franklin to claim
the state mock trial title. Earlier in the
day, both teams bested two-time state
champion, St. Mary’s Episcopal of Mem-
phis. Also of note, it was White Station’s
first bid to state in six years and the
school showed up in force, fielding two
teams. Its green team won the champi-
onship, while its gray team placed sixth
out of 18 teams. The school went on to
represent Tennessee at the National
Mock Trial Competition in Atlanta on
May 6-10 where it placed 23 out of 41
teams.

Volunteers make it happen
Approximately 200 volunteers, including
judges, lawyers, paralegals and law stu-
dents, from across the state graciously
donated their time and expertise to judg-
ing, scoring, and acting as bailiffs during
the competition rounds while the Mock
Trial Committee worked diligently
behind the scenes under the capable lead-
ership of chair Marisa Combs. A special
kudos goes out to Combs for running an
outstanding competition, along with the
assistance of the Mock Trial Committee,
TBY YLD board members, local attorneys

and last but not least, the hard work and
organization of Stacey Shrader, director of
the Tennessee Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division.

Sitting judges from across the state also
traveled to Nashville to preside over the
four preliminary trial rounds. Please take
the time to say a special thanks to the fol-
lowing judges who volunteered their time
for this worthy endeavor: 

• Judge Mark L. Agee, Gibson
County General Sessions Court

• Joseph M. Ayers, Campbell County
General Sessions Court 

• Judge Keta J. Barnes, Municipal
Court of Smyrna

• Judge Joe P. Binkley Jr., 20th Judi-
cial District Circuit Court 

• Judge Angelita Blackshear Dalton,
Davidson County General Sessions
Court

• Judge Joe Brown, U.S. Magistrate
for the Middle District of Tennessee

• Judge Jason R. Creasy, Municipal
Court of Dyersburg

• Judge John T. Fowlkes Jr., 30th
Judicial District Criminal Court 

• Judge Burton D. Glover, Robertson
County General Sessions Court

• Judge John T. Gwin, Wilson
County General Sessions Court

• Judge Kimberly M. Hinson, Perry

County General Sessions Court
• Judge Jeff Hollingsworth, 11th Judi-

cial District Circuit Court 
• Justice Sharon G. Lee, Tennessee

Supreme Court
• Judge Amanda McClendon, 20th

Judicial District Circuit Court 
• Judge Camille R. McMullen, Ten-

nessee Court of Criminal Appeals
• Judge James G. Martin III, 21st

Judicial District Circuit Court
• Chancellor Russell T. Perkins, 20th

Judicial District Chancery Court
• Judge Christine M. Sell, Hamilton

County General Sessions Court
• Judge Ben Strand Jr., Jefferson

County General Sessions Court
• Judge Robert W. Wedemeyer, Ten-

nessee Court of Appeals
• Judge Thomas T. Woodall, Ten-

nessee Court of Criminal Appeals

The Mock Trial Committee would also
like to thank the following volunteers who
served as scorers and bailiffs during the
2009 State Mock Trial Competition:

Attorney Volunteers
Anthony Adjent
Katrina Atchley
Asa Baker
Lee Baldridge
David Bates

New State High School Mock Trial Champ Emerges 
By Colleen Sweeney

Members of the White Station Green Team celebrate after being named the Tennessee High
School Mock Trial champion. Third from the right (second row) is Tennessee Supreme Court
Justice Sharon Lee, who presided over the championship match. Photo by Thad Combs
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Mary Beard
Tasha Blakney
Kimberly Bolton
Kristal Boone
Lee Bowles
Wesley Bryant
Blair Cannon
Patrick Carter
Anna Cash
Michael Cash
David Changas
John Jay Clark
Marisa Combs
Will Conway
Effie Bean Cozart
Chad Dickson
Lisa Ewing
Autumn Gentry
Kelli Guinn
Mary Beth Haltom
Brent Hannafan
Trey Harwell
Rob Hendrix
Candi Henry
Ashley Holliday
Chuck Holliday
Jennifer Honeycutt
Ben Jones
Jordan Keller
Kimberly Kerekes
Steven King
John Kington
Adam Knight
Buck Lewis
Jason Long
Justin Martin
Jonathan May
Shane McNeill
Melody McAnally

Chris McCarty
David McDowell
Bryce McKenzie
Rachel Moses
Saundra Newton
Jason Pannu
Mary Petrinjak
Matt Potempa
Rachel Ralston
Josh Roberts
Lauren Roberts
Matt Roberts
Ray Runyon
TD Ruth
Michael Sayne
Andrew Sellers
Michelle Sellers
Nathan Shelby
Craig Smith
Yanika Smith-Bartley

Jason Steinle
Katie Summers
Colleen Sweeney
William Sweeten
Emily Taube
David Thompson
Hanson Tipton
Brigitte Tubbs-Jones
David Veile
Troy Weston
Derreck Whitson
Paul Whitt
LaShawn Williams
Mason Wilson
Brian Winfrey
Stacie Winkler

Bailiffs
Anne Corbello
Eljay Elia
Heather Graves
Teresa Hetrick
Tammy Johnson
Jennifer Justice
Philippa Thompson
Amelia Tyson

Awards recognize 
excellence
In addition to recognizing a “Most Valuable
Player” for each team and presenting indi-
vidual awards to the best advocates for the
prosecution and defense, and best witnesses
for the prosecution and defense, the YLD
this year presented its first team sportsman-

Members of the Clarksville High School team receive the first annual Team Sportsmanship Award.
Photo by Thad Combs

State Mock Trial Chair Marisa Combs (right) takes a quick break from the demands of the
competition. YLD President Michelle Sellers (left) assists at the volunteer registration desk.
Photo by Thad Combs

continued on page 23



During the Tennessee Bar Associa-
tion’s Leadership Conference in
January, the Young Lawyers Divi-

sion presented the 2009 CASA Volunteer
of the Year Award to Tony Janco of Gal-
latin. This annual award recognizes a
court appointed special advocate who goes
the extra mile in his or her work with a
CASA program in the state.

Service to CASA
Tony Janco has served as a court
appointed special advocate in Sumner
County for four years — handling 28
cases, donating over 700 hours of time and
putting more than 3,000 miles on his car.
In nominating this volunteer, Carole J.
Ritter, executive director of Sumner
County CASA, said, “Tony is a commu-
nity servant at heart. He believes in giving
back to the community and does it joy-
fully.” In addition to serving children in
need of an advocate, Janco has helped the
agency with minor structural repairs,
office work and fundraising. This past year
he helped plan one of the organization’s
signature events: a dodge ball tournament
and fundraiser dubbed “Help a Child
Dodge Abuse.” Janco is also praised for
improving his volunteer service by attend-
ing training programs on mental illness,
suicide prevention, crisis intervention,
stress-induced trauma and school violence.

Service to Clients
According to his CASA colleagues, Janco
is always willing to take on difficult cases.
One case in particular demonstrates his
willingness to look past the quick, easy or
obvious solution to find the best solution

for his client. That case involved a med-
ically fragile infant who was removed from
his birth parents due to alleged neglect—
the child was under weight and in need of
physical therapy. After being placed in a
foster home, the child began to gain
weight. The parties involved seized on the
development as proof that the birth par-
ents were withholding care. Janco was the

only party in the case who took the time to
review the child’s medical records. In
doing so, he discovered that the parents
were following their doctor’s order regard-
ing the amount of food being fed to the
child, but that new doctors had doubled
the dosage when the child was placed in
foster care. Janco also confirmed that a
physical therapist was coming to the par-
ent’s home despite allegations to the
contrary. In working with the birth par-
ents, Janco was able to address a number of
poverty-related issues and secure much-
needed services for the family. With these
improvements, the child returned to his
family, where he is thriving.

Finally, what makes Tony Janco a
unique CASA volunteer is that he gives
his free time to help others after spending
his working hours in a dangerous and
demanding job that is all about helping
others. As a full-time firefighter and chief
of the Hendersonville Fire Department,
Janco has every right to sit back and take
it easy when he gets home from work.
The fact that he wants to spend his free
time back in the trenches, working to
redeem tragic situations, is exactly why
he is Tennessee’s 2009 CASA Volunteer
of the Year.

Both Janco and Ritter were recognized
at a dinner in Nashville and received a
cash award. The YLD thanks all those
who give of their time and talents to
CASA in Tennessee! ■

Stacey serves on the staff of the TBA as direc-
tor of the Young Lawyers Division. She can be
reached at sshrader@tnbar.org.

YLD Names CASA Volunteer of the Year
By Stacey Shrader
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Tony Janco, the “2009 CASA Volunteer of the
Year” receives his award from Chattanooga
lawyer Blair Bennington Cannon, who is the
YLD’s East Tennessee Governor and liaison to
the Children’s Issues Committee. Photo by
Landry Butler
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W e don’t have to look far to see the
devastating effects of juvenile
crime in many of our neighbor-

hoods. Poverty, crime, drugs — and the list
goes on — threaten to erode the future of
our communities. Many neighborhoods
are wrestling with the effects of juvenile
gang activity, including alarming numbers
of youth homicides, burglaries and rob-
beries. These things ought not to be so.

As we struggle to find solutions to
these alarming problems, Big Brothers Big
Sisters is changing children’s perspectives
by providing positive adult role models to
children in need. Our children, our future,
need to see what their destiny can hold
besides becoming part of the rising crime
rate, decreasing graduation rate and a
growing community of young drug and
alcohol abusers.

Every day of the year children with a
mentor are quietly doing better in school,
avoiding drugs and violence, and impact-
ing the community around them by
showing their peers that the negative news
about juvenile crime and test scores does
not necessarily apply to all children who

are in need. Research demonstrates that
BBBS mentored youth are 46 percent less
likely to begin using drugs, 27 percent less
likely to begin using alcohol, 52 percent
less likely to skip school, 37 percent less
likely to skip a class, and 33 percent less
likely to hit someone as compared to youth
who lacked a mentor.

As citizens, we have a choice: we can
build prisons and add more police and
social programs, or we can get involved and
“be the change we want to see.” Mentoring
is a proven and appropriate intervention
for preventing juvenile delinquency. In as
little as four hours a month, everyday people
are changing lives and changing the com-
munity in which they live by volunteering
as a Big Brother or Big Sister.

As effective as mentoring is, the unfor-
tunate reality is the number of children
waiting to receive a mentor significantly
outweighs the number of volunteers avail-
able. Most days Big Brother Big Sisters
reports having 250 to 300 children waiting
to be matched with a volunteer.

It is going to take an “all hands on
deck” approach to effectively deal with the

challenges facing so many of our youth
today. Please consider inviting a represen-
tative from your local Big Brothers Big
Sisters agency to your firm to share infor-
mation about their mentoring programs
and how they work. 

The Middle Tennessee agency is look-
ing for firms who are interested in
participating in BBBS corporate Lunch &
Learn program. The Lunch & Learn is
designed to create opportunities to share
information about Big Brothers Big Sisters
mentoring programs with interested
employees over a lunch-hour presentation.
Big Brothers Big Sisters will come directly
to your office and provide lunch for those
employees who have an interest in learn-
ing more about mentoring. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters has five agencies
covering the state of Tennessee. For more
information on how you or your firm can get
involved with Big Brothers Big Sisters,
please contact Chris Suitter, director of
Community & Business Development, at
(615) 260-4744 or chris.suitter@bbbs.org. ■

Chattanooga
2015 Bailey Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37404
(423) 698-8016
www.bbbschatt.org

Clarksville
543 Peachers Mill Road
Clarksville, TN 37042
(931) 647-1418
www.bbbsclarksville.org

East Tennessee
4928 Homberg Drive, Suite B1-3
Knoxville, TN 37919
(865) 523-2179
www.bbbsetn.org

Memphis
81 Tillman
Memphis, TN 38111
(901) 323-5440
www.bbbsmem.org

Middle Tennessee
1704 Charlotte Avenue, Suite 130
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 329-9191
www.mentorakid.org

GUEST COLUMN

Impact Your Community in 2009
By Chris Suitter

Tennessee Big Brother Big Sister Offices
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Y LD President Michelle Sellers rec-
ognized several board members
during the organization’s mid-win-

ter meeting in January as “Stars of the
Quarter” for their work on behalf of the
TBA and YLD.

Memphis attorney Effie Bean Cozart,
with the law firm of Butler, Snow, O’Mara,
Stevens & Cannada PLLC, was recog-
nized for her service as chair of the YLD’s
first Diversity Committee and co-author
of the division’s first diversity plan. Diver-
sity Committee Vice Chair Mary Beard
with FedEx Corporation in Memphis also
was recognized for her work on the com-
mittee although she was not able to attend
the meeting.

The YLD’s immediate past president,
Jason Long, was recognized for his work in
coordinating projects across the state as part
of the TBA’s 4/4 Pro Bono Public Service
Day — a vital component of the associa-
tion’s 4ALL campaign. Long is an attorney
with London & Amburn PC in Knoxville. 

Finally, Nashville attorney Matt
Potempa was awarded a Star of the Quar-
ter for his service as chair of the YLD’s
Continuing Education Committee. He
holds the position of Assistant General
Counsel at the Tennessee Department of
Human Services. 

At the American Bar Association YLD
Spring meeting in New Orleans, TBA YLD
District 14 Representative Asa Baker was
awarded the ABA YLD Star of the Quarter
for his work as chair of that organization’s
Law Practice Management Committee. ■

Stars of the Quarter Announced

Michelle Sellers (left) presents the award to
Effie Bean Cozart (right)

Michelle Sellers (right) presents the award to
Jason Long (left)

Michelle Sellers joins Asa Baker (right) after
he received the ABA YLD Star of the Quarter

Michelle Sellers (left) presents the award to
Matt Potempa (right)
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“T here it is!” I said out loud as if I
were the only one in the dimly
lit room, my words echoing

throughout the grand Rotunda populated
by other tourists, several of who were now
slowly moving away from me. I was staring
at the document I spent several tortuous
semesters analyzing during law school and
several more weeks studying in preparation
for two separate state bar exams – one of
which didn’t even contain a Constitu-
tional law essay question. It’s a document
so valued, so revered, so important that
during it’s exhibition to the public it is
sealed in a state-of-the-art titanium, alu-
minum, glass box filled with inert argon
gas; flanked by two armed guards; and at
night, lowered over 20 feet into a vault
capable of withstanding a nuclear blast. Of
course, I’m speaking of The Constitution
of the United States of America.

The Constitution and the first 10
amendments thereto, along with the Dec-
laration of Independence, truly are
remarkable and wondrous human intellec-
tual accomplishments, undoubtedly
deserving of our utmost respect and
defense. But their true genius, as well as
the genius of the authors and the founding
fathers that developed their content, lies
in their infallibility. 

During my first trip to Washington,
D.C., I was reminded that the authors of
these documents were truly special, but in
a very un-special way. Everyday, normal
human beings, with faults and limitations
of the average person, they were very
much like you and me. What separated
them from the average person is that they
recognized they were not perfect, and in so
doing, innovatively embodied this particu-
lar human characteristic in our new
Constitution. Few of us rarely stop to
reflect on how amazing these fragile,
decaying papers are. Now that I was stand-
ing over them, I pondered the true
meaning and influence they have had on
our country, and the world, throughout the
past 130 years. Needless to say, I was
extremely excited about my trip to D.C. 

First stop: The Constitution
Ascending the escalator from the Gallery

Place-Chinatown Metro rail stop, I was
filled with nervous anticipation of soon
being in the presence of these prodigious
triumphs of scholarly legal writing for the
very first time. When I touched down in
Washington the day before, the first thing
on my “To Do” list was to see the Constitu-
tion. I was in our nation’s capital
accompanying my wife who was attending
a four-day math conference. As such, I
would be touring most of Washington by
myself, my wife having only one open after-
noon in her busy schedule to join in on my
sightseeing. Today, she would be at the
conference until late in the afternoon so I
was left to explore the city alone. First stop,
the National Archives. 

It turns out I had alighted the train at
the wrong Metro rail station, several
blocks north of the Archives building, and
after walking in the wrong direction for
about five minutes, I finally reversed my
heading and journeyed south on 7th
Street. I soon approached the entrance to
the National Archives building and
looked around for the hoards of people
waiting in line to get in, hoping I wouldn’t
be stuck outside in the frigid morning air
for too long. As my wife will surely attest
to, I assumed most people were big history
geeks, like me, and would be clamoring to
get a glimpse of living history, even if it
was Monday morning in early January. To
my surprise I walked straight through the
metal detectors with no one else in sight,

and judging from the energetic greeting I
received from the entrance guards, it
seemed as if I was the first person to enter
the building that morning. No matter, I
thought, as I quickly got over my disap-
pointment and made my way to the
“Charters of Freedom” exhibit.

I felt a nervous tension bubbling from
the pit of my stomach before entering the
Rotunda where the “Charters of Freedom”
are on permanent display. I stopped outside
in the hallway, where a copy of the Magna
Carta is displayed (many of the ideas in the
Constitution are taken from this “Great
Paper”), to figure out how to turn off the
flash on my camera so I could snap some pic-
tures of the holy parchments just around the
corner. However, after 10 minutes of silently
cursing the dreaded contraption, I gave up
on the prospect and acquiesced to keeping a
mental image of my experience. (I would
later discover that you couldn’t even get a
photo to turn out because it was too dark.)
Overhead a domed ceiling reached 75 feet
and to the left and right, flanking the Con-
stitution, were two giant murals. Directly
under the mural to the left, which depicted
the presentation of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence to John Hancock, the president of
the Continental Congress, was the Declara-
tion itself. I decided to examine this first,
thinking I should go in chronological order
to make the experience more poignant. It
was almost impossible to read due to fading

The Constitution’s Perfect Infallibility
A young lawyer’s discovery during his first trip to Washington, D.C.
By Joseph P. Johnson

continued on page 20



over the years, but
what was still clearly
visible was John
Hancock’s signature,
and I couldn’t help
but laugh at how
large it was com-
pared to the other
signers, like he was
fighting over space
in his best friend’s
yearbook. I squinted
for a few minutes try-
ing to read as much
as was possible, until
I backed up to view
the document as a
whole, committing
this great proclama-
tion to memory.

One of the greatest 
legal briefs
Many people, including lawyers, don’t real-
ize that the Declaration of Independence is
one of the greatest legal briefs ever written:
a persuasive argument to the tyrannical
Great Britain and its king, George III, laid
out in a very concise and organized man-
ner, specifically explaining the reasons why
this new nation should, and was, declaring
its independence. Beginning with an intro-
duction, Thomas Jefferson argued why the
colonists had the right to do what they
were doing. Next, he laid out the specific
evidence supporting the colonists’ position,
including an extensive list of atrocities
committed by the British Crown (my
favorite part), and finally ended with the
ultimate conclusion: the only redress for
the harm and oppression laid upon the peo-
ple was to be free and independent from
the monolith responsible for the previously
mentioned abusive acts, therefore ending
the harm done to them. This was their nat-
ural and God-given right. A bold
statement to say the least, I wondered
whether they really knew what they were
getting themselves into and if any of them
second guessed the decision to issue this
declaration. This brought a strange sense of
appreciation for the sacrifices these indi-
viduals were about to make in the name of
freedom and liberty.

Jefferson as a 
young lawyer
Thomas Jefferson’s early drafts of the decla-
ration were quite imperfect, to say the least,
and were drastically revised by more senior
members of the Second Constitutional
Congress. Recalling my own experience as
a young lawyer, I felt a sort of kinship with
Jefferson, a young lawyer himself, perform-
ing for his superiors and trying to do the
best he could. He was given the task of
drafting a Declaration of Independence, a
routine task at the time, and when he fin-
ished, his work was revised by a committee
and later revised by the Congress, which
deleted a large portion of his original draft.
I imagined John Adams or Benjamin
Franklin handing back his first draft with
all sorts of red pen revisions and portions
crossed out, and it was readily apparent the
trepidation he must have felt when he sub-
mitted his work to his “supervising
attorneys,” worrying if he had performed
his task up to their expectations.

Overwhelmed with thoughts about the
consequences suffered by these early colo-
nial Americans by issuing the Declaration
of Independence, I moved on to the Con-
stitution, which was much easier to read.
To my amazement, losing all track of time,
I spent over  half an hour pacing back and
forth between the four parchments,
mouthing the words and rubbing the top of
my head (a subconscious nervous reaction

I engage in when I
find something
unbelievable) as I
read through Arti-
cles I through VII,
the foundations for
our government
and legal system.
After about 20 min-
utes, two armed
guards on each side
of the encasement
looked at me suspi-
ciously, like I was
some sort of mad-
man. “Please step
back, sir,” they
warned me as I
almost touched my
nose to the glass,
bending over a little

too close to get a better view as I read. To
their credit, I’m sure I must have looked a
bit crazy. It was their job to protect the
“Charters of Freedom” against someone
acting as I was, reading out loud to myself,
pacing side to side with a gleeful smile on
my face. I was contemplating the real
beauty of what I was reading, and even my
undiagnosed A.D.D. couldn’t distract me
from that.

It’s O.K. to make mistakes
As is evident from the multiple mistakes I
made that morning, I am not perfect. As a
young associate working in a mid-sized law
firm, I often second-guess myself, scared
about whether I have made the right deci-
sion or chosen the correct strategy on a
case. But, even more, I worry about mak-
ing a wrong decision, and if so, wondering
if I can go back and correct it. What was so
innovative about the authors of the Con-
stitution was that they also knew they
weren’t perfect and likely worried about
making mistakes when they were invent-
ing our government. As such, they
provided a way to correct their mistakes,
most obviously and ingeniously, through
Article V: the amendment process. In
addition to the amendment process, the
Constitution is filled with the notion that
every branch of the government is capable,
and very likely, of making wrong decisions.
But it provides the means by which wrong
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decisions may be corrected, including the
system of checks and balances, the Elec-
toral College, the impeachment process,
the veto and override powers, two separate
houses of Congress and the appeals
process. The 21st Amendment even shows
us that we were wrong about being wrong! 

I stood up straight and grinned widely
about this. It turns out our founding
fathers knew they would make many mis-
takes during their big experiment. It was
just a matter of when and where. They
were brilliant enough to accept and antic-
ipate their own mistakes, as well as the
inevitable mistakes of their predecessors.

With this in mind I proceeded to the
Bill of Rights, situated to the right of the
Constitution under a mural created in a
very similar style to the one above the Dec-
laration of Independence. This one,
however, depicts James Madison presenting
the final draft of the Constitution to the
nation’s first president George Washington. 

I scanned the document looking for the
First Amendment but to my astonishment,
Article One, as written, addressed some-
thing about apportionment. Confused, I
skipped to the Second Article, which
addressed congressional pay raises. It took
me a few minutes to figure it out, but it
finally came to me. Lost from my memory
was the fact that the first two amendments
in the original draft of the Bill of Rights
were not ratified by the states, and therefore,
did not become part of the Constitution.
Articles two through 12 eventually became
the first 10 amendments. 

Perusing these articles, I thought about
how many of these amendments had been
abused or misinterpreted by both politi-
cians and the average citizen. For example,
many everyday citizens in our country use
the First Amendment rallying cry of free-
dom of speech, thinking it allows anybody
to say pretty much anything they want,
whenever they want. We lawyers know
this is not the case; freedom has limits on
time, place and manner. 

Furthermore, the Second Amendment
might be the most misinterpreted and
abused amendment of them all. Although
I personally would never keep a gun in my
house, I am somewhat a libertarian politi-
cally, and I believe that if a legal adult
wants to own and keep a gun, they should
have the right to do so. Moreover, there
has been constant debate as to whether

the right to bear arms applies collectively
to the forming of a militia, or whether it is
an individual right. I am of the opinion
that it is an individual right. However, it
seems that many people are mistaken in
thinking that the purpose of the Second
Amendment was to protect an individual’s
right to blow someone away if they broke
into their house. Actually, it’s purpose was
to ensure that citizens could protect them-
selves from the tyranny of their
government should they need to stage a
revolution. This was a direct reaction to
the actions of the British Parliament,
which restricted colonists from acting
against their oppressive stewards. The
amendment was not drafted because there
was a problem with breaking and entering
in the early days of America. Throughout
the history of our great nation, many
Americans have been mistaken about
many of the rights guaranteed to us by the
Constitution, or at least, as to their origi-
nal purpose and intent. 

Final Reflections
I had spent two hours in the National
Archives, over an hour in the “Charters of
Freedom” exhibit alone, and when I exited
the building I was still filled with the same
nervous excitement as when I had entered.
I took a picture of myself in front of the
building, and as I was checking my cursed
digital camera to see how the photo turned
out, my mind wondered off once again to
reflect on the morning’s lesson. 

The Constitution of the United States
of America is the oldest living constitu-
tion in the world, and this is so because it
embodies one simple characteristic com-
mon to humanity: none of us are infallible
— not Thomas Jefferson, not the Consti-
tution, not the Bill of Rights and certainly
not me. We all make mistakes. The
authors of the Constitution knew this, and
knew that their new form of government
wouldn’t be perfect either. Their goal was
to make this Constitution last forever, and
the only way to do that was to make it a
living, breathing thing that, like the rest of
us, was inherently flawed. Having great
foresight and ingenuity, they created a
Constitution based on the premise that
one can correct a wrong, update the old or
outdated or address new challenges. Mis-
takes are a part of human nature and the
world we live in. Without the ability to

understand this and correct mistakes,
nothing would last for long. 

Our founding fathers were not the first
to invent democracy or a republican form
of government. They didn’t invent free-
dom of speech, freedom of religion or a
free press. Nor, did they invent civil rights
or the equality of men. In fact, most of the
Constitution is an amalgam of different
ideas embodied in other world govern-
ments: a cut-and-paste version of previous
ideas invented by other people. Like a
Tunica casino lunch buffet, the ingredi-
ents had been out there for some time,
they just had to choose the ones that
suited their pallet. 

Our founding fathers, however, may be
able to claim that they invented the idea
of an imperfect, incomplete, evolving
Constitution; a living, breathing Constitu-
tion. And like every living breathing
thing, the Constitution can be developed
as society’s morals and ideas develop. 

As lawyers, there is a larger lesson we
can learn from the Constitution, some-
thing that is often times hard for us to
accept: “We could be wrong and, in fact,
it’s anticipated that we will be!” But it also
teaches us that it’s O.K. to be wrong,
because we usually can correct ourselves.
Sometimes, the most “right” an individual
can be is knowing and considering that he
or she may be “wrong.” This was the way
of our founding fathers. It is the way of the
Constitution, politicians, the people and
the law. Who doesn’t subscribe to the old
maxim, “we must learn from our mis-
takes?” In fact, the Constitution orders us
to do this. 

Humbled by my experience and
swelling with patriotism, I headed off to
the next attraction on my list — the
National Air and Space Museum. I fum-
bled with my tourist map, slowly
approaching the gigantic obelisk known as
the Washington Monument. “Oh wait,” I
blurted out as I looked around the National
Mall. The Air and Space Museum was in
the opposite direction. I smiled, as I cor-
rected myself. I’m sure I wasn’t the first to
make a mistake in Washington! ■

Joseph is currently is working on his first
novel, a legal fiction thriller, to be completed
this summer. He can be reached at
joeypj2@hotmail.com.
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Even I find it hard to believe, but my
research reveals that this is the 10th
installment of “Barely Legal.” (I’ve

got mad research skills y’all.) In order to
celebrate this august event, I’ve decided to
trot out the time-honored trope used by
many columnists when they have a whole
slew of ideas for a column (or more realis-
tically, not one really good idea for a
column) — the “let me now answer a
selection of actual questions from real
readers” installment.

Those of you who are loyal readers of
“Barely Legal” (you know who you are and,
in fact, I am pretty sure all eight of you
know each other as well) will recall that
my e-mail address is offered at the bottom
of every column. Not surprisingly, this invi-
tation to speak directly to me generates a
substantial volume of e-mail traffic. I
receive literally thousands of e-mails every
few months as a result of this column.1 I
consider it my solemn duty to make sure
that every two and a half years or so I skim
through all of your e-mails and answer as
many of your questions as space limitations
permit. So, without further exposition, let’s
start working through the backlog.

Dave in Knoxville asks: “I hope you’re
having a wonderful 2007 so far. I know
you’re not an economist or even a stock-
broker but you just seem so knowledgeable
and reliable, and I’ve heard you have mad
research skills. So, anyway, I’m hoping that
you can help me out with my investment
portfolio. I currently have all of my money
invested in stock in big, reputable compa-
nies like AIG, Wachovia, GM, Lehman
Brothers and Starbucks. I can’t put my fin-
ger on why, but I’m a little worried that
maybe I should diversify. I won’t do any-
thing until I hear from you.”

BL: Oops. Let’s just pretend we didn’t
start with that one.

Bono in West Hollywood writes: “My
agent passed along your interview request.
I’d be happy to talk with you for a few
minutes. Just give me a call at [phone
number redacted]. Look forward to hear-
ing from you.”

BL: Oh. Well, that would have made

that earlier column much easier. I guess I
really need to check my e-mail a little
more often. Let’s just skip ahead to some
more recently submitted questions. Here’s
one from the fall of 2008.

Michael P. from a party in Columbia
S.C. asks: “Big fan. Really, you’re the best.
Just wondering, some folks here with me
are offering to let me have a hit off of their
bong. I’m kind of a big deal and all and so
I guess there’s some risk if I do. But really
I’m in South Carolina, what’s the risk that
anybody will ever find out? Whaddya
think, should I?”

BL: Yikes, Michael P., sounds like I’m
not even getting to the more recent ques-
tions fast enough. I would have responded
sooner but I was out buying myself a seer-
sucker suit and these white bucks! Oh
well, I’m sure you did swimmingly in
deciding what to do.

William H. in Memphis offers up this
comment: “I know by now you’ve probably
seen my column poking fun at your law
firm’s marketing slogan. I consider myself
to be a bit of an old pro at this funny-
writing stuff, and I just wanted to offer up
some advice in the spirit of fellowship and
in hopes that there are no hard feelings.
You’ve got potential but what you really
need to do is to work more references to
seersucker suits into these cute little
columns of yours. And, if you can also add
something about white bucks, then we’re
talking comedy gold.”

BL: Thanks, William. No hard feelings
at all, of course. But, as the “out in front”
slogan should have made clear, I’m way
ahead of you.

Peter in Dickson asks: “Help me settle
a bet with my girlfriend. She says that the
stimulus package is not big enough. I say
the size of it shouldn’t matter and that the
key point is how the stimulus package is
used. Who’s right?”

BL: Peter, you should be ashamed of
yourself. Just because this column is called
“Barely Legal” does not mean that I will let
you take things down into the gutter. I’m
not even sure we can print a euphemism

like “stimulus package” in the Tennessee
Young Lawyer. But since there is a bet at
stake, for the record, your girlfriend is
right. The size of such things is incredibly
important, even if for no other reason than
the boost of confidence you get from
knowing just how big it is.

Helpful in Jackson asks: “Have you
been to any good movies lately?”

BL: What a refreshing and non-lewd
question that will help me pad my column
to an appropriate length. My wife and I
just recently got the chance to get out of
the house and go catch Doubt. In so doing,
we actually broke a bit of a weird streak.
Before that the last three movies we saw in
theaters, Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist,
Juno and Superbad, all starred Michael
Cera. Hopefully, you should know him as
George Michael from Arrested Development
— the single greatest television show in
the history of the world — and if you don’t
then I don’t really know what to do with
you. So, yeah, Doubt was good. Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman was excellent, as always. I
mean, seriously, I would watch that guy
read from the periodic table of elements,
especially the lanthanides. Meryl Streep
was great. Viola Davis knocked a small
part out of the park. Even Amy Adams did
a good job as Sister James. But you know
who would have been even better as Sister
James? Michael Cera. 

Speaking of elements, Skeptical in
Springfield writes: “I just saw a commer-
cial for one of these outfits where you send
them your old gold and they send you
money. Should I do it?”

BL: Well, Skeptical, if I understand
correctly, the way these work is that you
put your gold into a mailer and send it to a
P.O. Box and then at some point in the
future they send you a check for what they
say your gold is worth, assuming of course
that they acknowledge ever receiving any-
thing from you. Sounds pretty failsafe to
me. But, let me help you out first. Why
don’t you send me whatever cash you’ve
got lying around, and I’ll send you some of
my old gold? Then you can send my old
gold in along with your old gold and dou-
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ble your profits. Just drop me an e-mail,
and I’ll give you a mailing address.

Shelley in Chattanooga inquires: “You
know how each issue of TYL has a profile
interview with a young lawyer, well, when
are you going to be interviewed?”

BL: Excellent question, Shelley. As a
matter of fact, they interviewed me a couple
of months ago but for some reason decided
not to run it. [Ed.: We chose not to run the
interview when we read it and learned that Mr.
Faughnan is not, in fact, a “young” lawyer.] I
didn’t keep a copy of the particular ques-
tions they asked me, but I do have a copy of
my answers. They lose a little bit of context
without the questions, but I think you can
probably decipher the meaning:

A. I’m allergic to water.
A. I’m actually 11' 1" tall, but I look

shorter because no one has ever
approached me at a range closer
than 50 feet.

A. I often find myself reluctantly
forced into situations that require
me to hide sugar packets from small
children wearing wetsuits.

A. Right, no. It’s the children who are
wearing the wetsuits. Why would I
be wearing a wetsuit?  That wouldn’t
make any sense.

A. My life was the inspiration for the
movie “The Sixth Sense.”

A. I’ve published seven installments of a
child detective series under the pseu-
donym “Manfred Von Shopenstein.”

A. I have to replace my fingernails and
toenails every 48 hours — well, I
guess I have no proof that I “have
to” but things like that can pretty

quickly turn into habits.
A. I can correctly guess your ATM pin

code in four tries.
A. I believe that there is nothing fun-

nier than the awkward silence that
arises when someone catches me
hiding a sugar packet from a wet-
suit-clad small child. ■

Brian S. Faughnan is a partner with Adams
and Reese LLP in Memphis and, if you have
questions that won’t need answered for a cou-
ple of years or would like to buy some of his
old gold jewelry, he can be contacted at
brian.faughnan@arlaw.com.

Notes
1. May not actually be true.

ship award. The award was created to rec-
ognize the school that best embodies the
values of the mock trial experience and
demonstrates that commitment through its
actions, words and attitudes — not only
during trial rounds, but also throughout the
competition weekend. Based on nomina-
tions from the teams themselves and
comments from judges and scorers, the
award this year went to Clarksville High
School, which was coached by Christopher
Barber with the Kennedy Law Firm PLLC
and Administrative Law Judge Stephen
Darnell and sponsored by school faculty
member Roy Buchanan. 

To see the complete list and photos of
winners visit the TBA’s mock trial web
page at www.tba.org/mocktrial.

Team Stats
The overall winner, White Station’s green
team of Memphis, was coached by attor-
neys Eugene “Buddy” Bernstein with the
Bernstein Law Office and Michelle Bern-
stein with Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs.  

Second place finisher, Battle Ground
Academy of Franklin was coached by Lee
Davies with Schell Binkley & Davies LLC
and M. Thomas Taylor Jr.

Two-time reigning champion St. Mary’s
Episcopal School of Memphis earned third
place in the competition under the coach-
ing of Jennifer Nichols with the U.S.

Postal Service. 
West High School of Knoxville earned

fourth place and was coached by Maha
Ayesh with the Tennessee Court of Criminal
Appeals, Will Mackie, Jhasta Moore with
the Office of the Public Defender and Greg
Weddle with the U.S. Attorney’s Office.  

Fifth place McCallie School of Chat-
tanooga was coached by Shelley Rucker of
Miller & Martin PLLC. 

Placing sixth, White Station’s gray
team of Memphis was also coached by
Eugene “Buddy” Bernstein of the Bern-
stein Law Office and Michelle Bernstein
with Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs.

Beech High School of Hendersonville
placed seventh overall and was coached by
Bart Pickett, law clerk for the 5th Circuit
Court in Davidson County. 

Chattanooga’s Family Christian Acad-
emy placed eighth overall under the
coaching of Jeff Atherton with Burnette,
Dobson & Pinchak, and Scott Maucere. 

Placing ninth, South Greene High
School of Greeneville was coached by
Guy Blackwell with the U.S. Department
of Justice. 

Dobyns-Bennett High School of
Kingsport placed tenth and was coached
by Jeff Miles of Pectol & Miles. 

Eleventh-place Hume-Fogg Academic
High School of Nashville was coached by
Mike Engle with the Public Defender’s

Office and Ken King of Hume-Fogg. 
Twelfth place Martin Luther King Jr.

Magnet School of Nashville was coached
by the school’s Bridgett Wohlpart. 

In thirteenth place, Dyersburg High
School of Dyersburg was coached by Jeff
Lay with Jones, Hamilton & Lay PLC. 

Fourteenth place Tullahoma High
School of Tullahoma was coached by Rus-
sell Hedges of Moore & Hedges and
William Rieder of Haynes Hull Rieder
Ewell & Ridner PA. 

Seymour High School of Seymour placed
fifteenth overall without an attorney coach.  

In sixteenth place, Haywood High
School of Brownsville was coached by
Michael Banks of the Banks Law Firm PA. 

Seventeenth-place Clarksville High
School of Clarksville was coached by
Christopher Barber with the Kennedy Law
Firm PLLC and Administrative Law Judge
Stephen Darnell.

Finally, placing eighteenth overall in
the state, Warren County High School of
McMinnville was coached by Tom Miner
with the Office of the District Attorney. ■

Colleen is the immediate past chair of the
State High School Mock Trial Competition
and chair of the Mock Trial Long Range Plan-
ning Committee. She can be reached at
csweeney@dickinsonwright.com.

New State High School Mock Trial Champ Emerges 
continued from page 15
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